
Dear Friends,

As I’m sure you are aware, pending the outcome of a High Court challenge a postal vote 
will be conducted between September and November on the issue of same sex marriage.

Our Association’s position on marriage is contained in our Core Values which are part 
of  our Constitution and in particular our 3rd Value of  being “Relationally Committed”. 
The detail of  this Value reads:
•  Serving each other and working together, honouring the varied expressions of  

our faith and practice and our cultural diversity
•  Actively promoting healthy unity through mutual collaboration, transparency and 

accountability
•  Prioritising authentic relationships over programmes and structures
•  Honouring marriage as an institution created by God as the foundation for 

a lifelong faithful union of  a man and a woman

Alongside this conviction about the nature of  marriage, our Association’s Assembly 
Council notes with serious concern potential impacts on freedom of faith expression should 
a change to the definition of  marriage occur. This is an area with significant implications 
across our society for faith based communities and organisations, schools etc, and also 
people generally seeking to live out their convictions in the workplace and other spheres. 

Our Association’s position on marriage and concerns about religions freedoms are 
consistent with that of  Australian Baptist Ministries (ABM), the federated body of   
our state unions and associations. ABM is a member of  the Coalition for Marriage, a 
diverse group of  80 faith-based and non-faith-based organisations seeking to 
articulate the importance of  retaining the current definition of  marriage. Assembly 
Council affirms this affiliation. ABM has released statements on same sex marriage 
and other resources, which may be viewed online at www.baptist.org.au/news-media/.

It is also important to recognise that across our NSW/ACT Baptist family there will be some 
diversity of  thought about how one should respond to the postal vote. As Baptists we 
affirm our heritage of liberty of  conscience as we discern the Spirit’s convictions in our 
decision making, while continuing to affirm our common commitment to the Mission of  
God. I encourage all of  us to treat those with differing views with love and respect. 

Important too is responding with compassion and inclusion towards those for whom 
same sex attraction looms large in their personal experience. This discussion is particularly 
personal for these people and those close to them. Can I draw your attention to a Public 
Issues Paper that was affirmed by our Assembly in April 2015, entitled Pastoral and 
Missional responses to Same-Sex oriented persons, which may assist in your reflection. 
You can find this at: www.nswactbaptists.org.au/response-same-sex-oriented-persons/.

Our NSW/ACT Association’s value of being Relationally Committed also reminds us how 
critical it is that the tone of  our dialogue bears witness to the gospel. After the postal 
vote itself  has come and gone, the way we have engaged this in our churches and in the 
wider community will be remembered. Let’s be in prayer for one another, our communities 
and our nation at this time.
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