
Church Meeting Covenant

Church Meetings are when we gather to discuss the life and ministry of our church; discerning 
together God’s will for our church, and demonstrating Christ in the way we relate to each other.

They are not ‘business meetings’ in the sense that what we do in them is somehow separated from 
our worship. Seeking God’s will together for our church is a very important expression of our 
worship of him. That doesn’t mean we have to sit in pews and sing and pray a lot - though prayer 
can be very important. It means we need to conduct ourselves in ways that glorify God.

An outside observer should notice we are different. The fruit of the Spirit should be evident in ways it 
isn’t usually evident in the world: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
gentleness and self-control.

I will…

1. Listen first
A good place to start, is to seek to love each other in the way we listen. This will include listening 
carefully and seeking to understand what someone is saying, before offering our input. Assume that 
others have helpful contributions to make.

2. Speak respectfully
This doesn’t mean we need to agree with each other on everything, but there should be no hint of 
ridicule, personal abuse, or an aggressive style. Speak with gentleness and self-control. Seek to 
affirm the contributions of others where you can, even if you do not agree with all they have said.

3. Be honest
We do believe the best way to make decisions is together, so don’t just agree for the sake of it. If 
you have a contribution to make to the discussion, please make it. Don’t leave your disagreement 
and dissatisfaction for grumbling afterwards.

4. Exercise humility
The aim isn’t to get a majority vote, but to seek the will of God together. Voting can be helpful in this. 
Be willing to support a decision if you can see that there is a broad sense in the group that this is 
where God is leading us together, even if you are personally unsure or have a different view. Be 
willing to change your view. 

5. Honour leaders
We want to make decisions together, but we also want to allow our leaders to lead. We don’t gather 
just to say ‘yes’ to every proposal by our leaders, but we also want to respect those who we have 
appointed as our leaders, and the time, thought and prayer they will have put into proposals before 
us.

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
(Colossians 3:12-15 NIV)


